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Ootober 17, 1947

Prof, A, Boivin
Faoulte &e Medicine
Universite de Etrashourg

3o
Mon "collague sxcellens,”

1 am writing to you now simply %0 %ell you that I am now located hore ab
the University of Wisoconsin, wvhere 1 sm trying to organize a laboratory for
research on genstics of microorg-nisms, As soon as possidle I hops to toks
up again the prodlem of directing mutations of blochemical mutant strains eof
Cl and C2, While atill a% Yale, Tatum and I obtalned several such mutants
which, I trust, Dr, Tatum will send $0 you as soon as convenient,

Also at Yale, I tested the fermantation charecteristics of cl and o2,
parsicularly with respeoct to sucrose, In my hands, I find that on "IB=-gucrose”
agar, nsither Cl-8 nor C-28 attacks sucrose $0 any aprreciadle extent, There
was sone indication, however, that a vary small proportion of the oells in &
culture aight "revert” or otharvise bdecome sucroset. In tests on liquid nedium,
the sucrose* variante would prodadly outzrow ths culture if they occurred and
ive the impression of a positive test. This Lis 4n agresment vith your state-
manis as 40 the spontansous variatiocn in fernentative abilisy of the oultures,

I have not been sble to pick out a suitadle C2=R strain with whieh to
duplicate your experiments, Since this should de our first step &in confirming
your wvork, I weuld appreciate it very muoh if you could send me a tranasfer of
a Cl=r or C2er etrain which you have found satisfactory. On the other hand,
as I t0ld you at Cold Spring Harbor, our first experiments on the directed
mdation of an ansarogenic mutant to the asmrogenioc type were very encouragiag,
although I am not now antirely satisfied with our oontrol experimenis,

You may Ye interested that Dr, A, Egrshey of Vashington Universidy, S§.
louis, ¥o,., has written me that Cl and G2 are susceptidle %o the basteriophages!
2, 73, T4, 75, 76 and T7, dut not to T, EHe was also able %0 obtainm resistant
mtants very easily, Thase should de useful markers, If you are interested
{n having these phage strains lot me know, or else wite to Hershey or $o Iuria,

Hy colleagues at this University have expressed a decp interest in your
wvork, as I have, Be assured of ny sincerest respects,

Yours sincerely,

Joshua lederbarg
s . Assistanb Professer of Genetics



